
One billion people worldwide are affected by poverty-related and 
neglected diseases (PRNDs), including major diseases like HIV&AIDS, 
tuberculosis, and malaria, and a range of neglected infectious diseases1. 
PRNDs impose an unacceptable moral and health burden on individuals 
and societies, costing lives, and hampering human and economic 
development. 

Addressing persisting product- and research-gaps by Investing in PRND 
R&I saves lives, combats ongoing epidemics, can prevent future outbreaks, 
delivers on the SDGs, and has a great return on investment for Europe, 
creating high‑quality jobs, boosting our economies, driving scientific 
excellence and Europe’s competitiveness in research and innovation (R&I).

THE NEXT EU-AFRICA GLOBAL  
HEALTH RESEARCH PARTNERSHIP:  
BUILDING ON THE SUCCESS OF EDCTP

EDCTP HAS  
DEMONSTRATED IMPACT

THE PROPOSAL FOR A 
SUCCESSOR PROGRAMME

Since 2003, the European Union, and a number 
of European and sub‑Saharan African (SSA) 
countries are collaborating under the European 
& Developing Countries Clinical Trials 
Partnership (EDCTP)2 to accelerate the 
clinical development of drugs, vaccines, 
microbicides and diagnostics against 
PRNDs. The EDCTP2 interim evaluation 
conducted by independent experts found 
that EDCTP is a highly relevant programme, 
directly linked with the Sustainable 
Development Goals. 

EDCTP has significantly 
contributed to:

• advancing tools against PRNDs 
through the research pipeline

• strengthening R&D capacity and building health 
resilience

• improving regulatory environments, 
enhancing the quality and safety of products

• linking European national programmes, 
organisations, institutions and researchers

In preparation of the future EU R&I framework 
programme Horizon Europe, the European 

Commission has proposed an “EU-Africa Global 
Health Partnership” to succeed the current 

EDCTP. General objectives are to “reduce the 
social and economic burden of infectious 
diseases” and “increase health security in 

SSA and by extension both in Europe 
and worldwide”3. 

The inception impact assessment 
lists different policy options for the 

future partnership, including two 
institutionalised partnership models: 
the current public‑public model (Art 

1854), and a public‑private model 
(Art. 1875). The former focuses 

primarily on partnership between 
participating states, while the latter 

would extend to any organisation supporting 
global health R&I, including the pharmaceutical 

industry, charities and foundations, and third 
countries, who could also become part of the 

governance structure of the partnership. 

1 CF WHO definition and list of NTDs, available at: http://www.who.int/neglected_diseases/diseases/en/ 
2 First phase of EDCTP ran from 2003 – 2013, the second phase is running from 2014 – 2024, with the last calls using Horizon 2020 funding being launched in Q3 2020. 
3 Cf. Inception impact assessment Global health partnership available at: https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/initiative/11907/publication/5722447/attachment/090166e5c639cc80_en
4 Cf. Art 185 of the Treaty on the Fuctioning of the European Union, available at: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:12012E/TXT&from=EN 
5 Cf. Art 187, ibid. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE FUTURE PARTNERSHIP

Continue EDCTP’s important 
mission and programme
• Keeping a clear focus on 

poverty-related and neglected 
infectious diseases affecting 
vulnerable and neglected populations, without 
diverting funding to other infectious diseases 
that do not suffer from market failure

• Maintaining the geographical focus on 
sub-Saharan Africa which is disproportionally 
affected by PRNDs

• Defining funding priorities based on a strategic 
research agenda that responds to African health 
challenges, is global health needs‑driven and 
science‑led

Entail an ambitious budget 
to capitalise on past EU 
investments
• Ensuring at least 1 billion euro 

EC contribution
• Increasing European participating states 

cash contributions 
• Encouraging greater co-investment from 

sub-Saharan African participating states through 
stronger governance and funding incentives

• Expanding opportunities for (particularly cash) 
third party contributions from Foundations, 
not‑for‑profits, and private sector partners

Embody inclusive governance 
to enhance efficiency and 
ensure accountability 
• Safeguarding the equal 

partnership nature with 
sub‑Saharan African countries as it contributes 
to closer collaboration, better implementation, 
network strengthening and capacity building

• Promoting high standards of transparency at 
all levels, including by
— publishing all corporate documentation 

(e.g. general assembly meeting minutes) in 
a timely manner

— organising inclusive public consultations 
to identify R&I priorities and actions 

— ensuring transparency of investment from 
third parties and their responsiveness to 
African health priorities

Adopt a flexible funding 
approach to better deal with 
contingency and opportunity  
• Including a portfolio approach 

to development to help mitigate 
risks of failure and to focus on the most promising 
products within the portfolio as needed

• Providing the possibility to invest strategically 
(without Call for Proposals), once approved 
by an independent external review committee, 
e.g. if there is only one viable candidate that 
can be progressed through the next phase 
of development

• With fewer restrictions on geographic locations 
of applicants to attract global expertise

Institute strong mechanisms 
for improved alignment and 
coherence
• of EU and Participating States 

funded PRND R&I, including a 
transparent mapping of activities and a strategy 
that identifies synergies, gaps and overlaps 

• with other EU programmes, e.g. activities 
under the development and international 
cooperation instruments, for instance by 
including support to harmonisation efforts 
in the field of health regulation 

• through establishing an institutionalised 
partnership as other policy options do not 
offer the level of integration that is needed to 
achieve impact

• Ensuring timely preparation and publication 
of the annual work plan to ensure continued 
implementation

Adopt and enforce clear 
conditions on access, and 
affordability
• Guarantee open access to 

research results, and promote 
open access to research data, 
with strict criteria for derogations of open 
data requirements

• Require proposals to include measures for 
ensuring accessibility and affordability of 
potential end products   
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