
recommendations
for FP10

The EU’s investment in global health research and innovation (R&I), including on 
poverty-related and neglected diseases (PRNDs) has supported the development of 
breakthrough technologies, such as the the first vaccines for malaria and Chikungunya. 
It has also strengthened global health security and improved the well-being and 
productivity prospects of millions around the world. Every 1 USD invested in global health 
R&I has been shown to yield 405 USD in health and economic returns.1 Strengthened 
support for global health R&I is a smart investment in European competitiveness and 
scientific excellence to yield sustainable solutions to shared global challenges.

Here are ten guiding principles to ensure FP10 promotes economic, social and ecological 
sustainability by delivering on the EU’s health agenda, including the EU's Global Health Strategy; 
contributing to SDG3 - ensuring healthy lives and promoting well-being for all:

1. https://impact.policycuresresearch.org/
2. https://commission.europa.eu/publications/evaluation-horizon-2020-0_en 

to deliver better
health globally10

SECURE AN 
APPROPRIATE 
BUDGET FOR FP10
• The Horizon 2020 evaluation highlights that 

74% of high-quality proposals were 
underfunded due to budget constraints. FP10 
needs a budget of at least 200 billion EUR to 
realise the programme's ambitions.2 

• Ringfence the FP10 budget to prevent annual 
reallocations to other programmes and 
initiatives.

REVERSE THE 
DE-PRIORITISATION 
OF HEALTH R&I
• The health cluster budget should again amount 

to at least 10% of FP10’s total budget, as was 
previously the case under Horizon 2020.

• Recognise that the current financial framework 
and Horizon Europe, designed pre-pandemic, 
lack adequate support for health R&I. If HERA’s 
R&I activities continue to be funded via FP10, 
the health R&I budget needs to be increased 
accordingly so as not to disadvantage other 
health R&I priorities.

FOCUS ON AREAS 
REQUIRING PUBLIC 
SUPPORT
• Prioritise areas with high unmet medical needs 

and market failures, where private sector 
engagement is limited.

• Address critical underinvestments and fill gaps in 
knowledge, research, and product development 
to achieve impactful public health gains.

• Increase funding for PRND R&I and significantly 
enhance support for women’s health R&I.

MAKE HEALTH R&I
A PRIORITY IN NTERNATIONAL 
COOPERATION
• Further foster international collaboration 

in health R&I to pool resources, share 
infrastructure, and exchange skills.

• Address health challenges that transcend 
national borders through coordinated 
global approaches.



REINFORCE 
COLLABORATION WITH 
LOW- AND MIDDLE-INCOME 
COUNTRIES
• Catalyse actions to deliver on the AU-EU 

Innovation Agenda, for example by continuing 
Horizon Europe’s Africa Initiative with a reinforced 
focus on health.

• Maximise the impact of health research 
partnerships by encouraging joint investments and 
collaboration with Team Europe Initiatives, such as 
MAV+ and other global efforts. 

• Recognise the research excellence and innovation 
potential of low- and middle-income countries.

ADOPT AN END-TO-END
APPROACH
• Strike a balance between basic science and 

policy-driven R&I to effectively address 
current and future challenges.

• Support promising products throughout 
the entire pipeline, including through 
exploring flexible funding mechanisms 
such as portfolio funding to improve 
cost-efficiency and foster research impact.

• Invest in research on health systems, 
policy, and implementation, focusing on 
underserved areas and adaptable systems 
for both crisis and routine care.

ENSURE ACCESSIBILITY 
AND AFFORDABILITY
• Include clear and sustainable access, suitability 

and affordability conditions for health research 
projects - as is already required of GH EDCTP3 
funding.

• Further explore the potential to support 
alternative health innovation and financing models 
that de-link the costs of R&I from product prices 
where possible, e.g. innovation prizes, 
not-for-profit product development partnerships, 
patent pools, etc.

• Better enforce the FAIR principles, and introduce 
the CARE principles of collective benefit, authority 
to control, responsibility and ethics to accelerate 
the translation of innovation to impact. 

ADVANCE EQUITY AND 
DIVERSITY
• Safeguard the requirement for sex and gender 

considerations, and look to introduce less binary 
and more intersectional approaches as part of 
funding requirements. 

• Encourage the participation of women scientists 
and gender diverse populations in the 
programme, including through dedicated funding 
opportunities and support programmes.

• Fund research that aims to reverse existing 
biases and delivers gender-transformative 
approaches, including in women's health. 

• Prioritise women and girls, LGBTIQ+ people, and 
transient or minority populations in research 
initiatives.

ENHANCE 
TRANSDISCIPLINARY 
INVESTIGATION
• Integrate a One Health approach into R&I 

activities, considering the interconnection 
between human, animal, and environmental 
health; crucial for tackling zoonotic diseases 
and antimicrobial resistance.

• Support interdisciplinary projects that 
combine insights from various fields such as 
biotechnology, epidemiology, sociology, and 
environmental science to address complex 
health challenges comprehensively.

IMPROVE PARTICIPATION
OF DIVERSE RESEARCH 
ACTORS
• Adopt a multi-stakeholder, co-design 

approach for preparing and implementing 
the programme.

• Enhance collaboration with diverse 
stakeholders to ensure comprehensive and 
inclusive health R&I.

• Encourage active participation and input 
from civil society, ensuring the programme 
addresses broad societal needs and 
perspectives.
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